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an explanatory report; they would meet him at the War Department
next morning to hear it, and he would send it with the despatch over
to the White House forthwith. He was to explain that much of the
time Anderson had disclaimed any need of reenforcement, and that
when he suggested it they had gotten together a sufficient expedition
according to the best information obtainable. No one had ever breathed
twenty thousand or even twenty hundred. The Sumter situation was
to be placed squarely before Lincoln just as he was discovering the
truce arranged at Fort Pickens.6
The third event of March 4 was the beginning of what the Con-
federacy hoped would be diplomacy, but what instead became a back-
stairs political intrigue. The proposal to send commissioners, which
the Confederacy had voted on February 15, and which Buchanan and
Tyler originally had welcomed and encouraged only a week ago, had
borne fruit. Davis had chosen a Breckinridge Democrat lately Con-
gressman from Georgia, Martin J. Crawford, a Douglas Democrat,
John Forsyth, and a Louisiana member of the opposition, A'. B. Roman.
They had been instructed February 27 to secure recognition and to
make treaties of amity and good will with the United States.
Crawford proceeded northward at once and alone, arriving March 3.
He learned that President Buchanan was no longer interested and
seemed to have forgotten his recent encouragement. He reported Bu-
chanan "wholly disqualified for his present position ... as incapable
now of purpose as a child." He would start no negotiation with him
and awaited the organization of Lincoln's office.7 On the evening of In-
auguration Day he met with Wigf all and three Virginia Congressmen,
Garnett, Pryor, and Dejarnette. They read over the inaugural and
agreed that it was hostile. The only hope they saw was Seward. As they
thought Lincoln "a man of will and firmness," they were none too
confident of Seward's ability to do anything. Wigfall so reported to the
Governor of South Carolina, and L. Q. Washington of the Knights
of the Golden Circle did likewise to the Confederate Secretary of War.
Wigfall telegraphed that night: "Do not permit any attack on Sumter
without authority of Government of Confederate States. . . . Inaugural
means war. There is strong ground for belief that reenforcements will
be speedily sent.' Be vigilant." 8